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FOREIGN AND INSULAR. 



AUSTRALIA. 

Plague at Sydney — Examination of rodents for plague infection. 

The following information is taken from plague bulletins received 
from Consul-General Bray at Melbourne : 

Queensland — Brisbane. — Week ended January 12, 1907. Num- 
ber of rodents destroyed, 378; examined, 237; found infected, 1. 

New South Wales — Sydney. — Week ended January 12, 1907. 
One case of plague; form, bubonic; date of attack, January 7 7. The 
dremises on which the case occurred were in good order, but had 
recently been infested with rats. Number of rodents destroyed dur- 
ing the week, 828; examined, 828; found infected, 4. 

AUSTRIA. 

Typhus fever. 

[From official records.] 

Week ended February 2, 1907: Thirty cases of typhus fever 
reported in Galicia. 

CHINA. 

Report from Hongkong — Quarantine restrictions — Plague and smallpox. 

Passed Assistant Surgeon White reports, January 26, as follows: 

Week ended January 26, 1907. Restrictions enforced by Hongkong 
remain as reported on December 1, 1906. 

Restrictions enforced against Hongkong remain as reported on 
December 1, 1906. 

Quarantinable diseases : Plague, 1 case, 1 death; smallpox, 11 cases, 
6 deaths. 

Emigrants recommended for rejection. 

Number of emigrants per steamship Nippon Maru, sailing Febru- 
ary 5, 1907, recommended for rejection: For Honolulu, 1; for San 
Francisco, 1 ; in transit, 2. 

Reports from Shanghai — Inspection of vessels — Smallpox — Smallpox 
in famine concentration camps — Disinfecting apparatus in use at 
Shanghai. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Ransom reports, January 21 and 29 and 
February 6, as follows: 

Week ended January 19, 1907. One original and 4 supplemental 
bills of health issued to 5 steamships, after the usual inspection of crews, 
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numbering 622, and their living quarters; 40,109 pieces of freight 
visaed. 

The report of the municipal health officer for the week ended Jan- 
uary 20, 1907, shows 3 cases of smallpox. 

No contagious diseases reported from outports. 

Week ended January 27, 1907. Two vessels inspected and passed 
and 1 vessel, the German steamship Tolosan, inspected but not passed 
on account of not having met the requirements at this port. This ves- 
sel cleared for Los Angeles and saded without bill of health. One 
original and 1 supplemental bill of health issued and 237 crew and 60 
steerage passengers inspected ; 58 crew vaccinated and 8 immigrants 
examined and passed, the latter per steamship City of Manchester for 
Los Angeles. The name of this vessel was changed to Tolosan 
prior to sailing. Manifests viseed for 2,273 packages of freight. 

The weekly report of the municipal health officer shows 2 deaths 
from smallpox. This makes a total of 4 deaths from smallpox among 
the foreign population and 2 deaths among natives reported since 
January 21, 1907. 

Smallpox has broken out in the camps along the Yangtze Kiver, 
in which many thousands of starving refugees from the famine area 
are now concentrated. 

There are more than a million and a half of starving people in the 
camps at Chinkiang (near Nanking) and at Tsingkiangfu and Antung, 
all located within a few hours travel of this city, and these represent 
only a fraction of the mass affected by the famine. These people are 
herded together without regard to sanitation. They are living in 
temporary huts of matting, 4 feet in height by about 6 feet wide and 
8 feet deep, one end of which is open and the other closed with sod. 
Such a structure contains 8 or 10 individuals clothed in rags, filthy 
beyond description, and the huts are packed together in the closest 
possible manner. The food of these sufferers consists of a small cup 
of rice each per day or the equivalent of about 2 cents American 
money with which to buy food, this relief being supplied by the 
Chinese officials. As there is no food to buy the financial relief 
offered is of little avail. 

It is reported that the country over which these people have trav- 
eled to the concentration camps resembles that which has been swept 
over by a swarm of locusts. There is not a living thing to be seen, 
either vegetable or animal, and even the bark of trees and roots and 
refuse of all kinds are being consumed for food. 

Week ended February 2, 1907: Two original and two supplemental 
bills of health granted to 4 vessels; inspected 4 vessels, 469 crew, and 
56 steerage passengers; the effects of 73 crew disinfected. Vaccina- 
tion certificates were issued to 38 Asiatics, crew of the steamship 
Bessie Dollar. 

One emigrant for Honolulu per steamship Mongolia was examined 
and passed. 

The weekly report of the municipal health officer shows, among 
foreigners, 3 deaths from smallpox. The disease is increasing. 

The extreme suffering in the famine area continues unabated, 
notwithstanding the fact that there have been sent from Shanghai, 
through voluntary contributions of its citizens, tons of provisions for 
the stricken people. These provisions are accumulating at the 
various ports along the Yangtsze from various causes, chief among 
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which are bad roads .or no roads, the silting up of the waterways, 
and lack of transportation into the country. Severely cold weather 
adds to the suffering. 

One of the results of this condition is that many beggars are finding 
their way into this settlement, bringing with them the diseases which 
prevail in the concentration camps. 

Disinfecting apparatus. -^The new disinfecting plant in use at 
Shanghai is operated along the same general lines as those of a similar 
nature in the other oriental ports. It consists of a hulk some 65 feet 
long by about 14 feet wide and 8 feet head room between the decks. 
It is fitted with a tubular boiler of considerable capacity, and a 
jacketed steam cylinder 8 by 4 feet with doors at each end. A parti- 
tion extends across the hulk a little forward of midships, providing a 
separate room for soiled articles and for disinfected articles. At one 
side of the hulk is an alleyway fitted with shower baths, the water 
for which is supplied from a tank on the upper deck, provided with a 
steam coil which heats the bath water to any desired temperature. 
To this water is added a small quantity of a carbolic acid compound 
to render it slightly antiseptic. 

Individuals treated by this plant are required to remove all articles 
of a textile nature from their living quarters and place them on board 
the hulk, which is towed alongside the ship for the purpose. These 
are then passed through the steam chamber, under a pressure of from 
5 to 10 pounds per square inch, into the clean room forward. The indi- 
viduals themselves are required to disrobe and pass through the 
shower baths into the clean room, where their clothes are returned to 
them after having been passed through the steam chamber. The 
exposure after the minimum pressure of 5 pounds has been reached 
is from fifteen to twenty minutes, live steam being allowed to circulate 
through the chamber for several minutes before the pressure is put on. 
An equal pressure is maintained in both the jacket and the chamber 
and is shown on gauges attached to each. 

CUBA. 

Report from Oienfuegos — Inspection, fumigation, and precautionary 
detention of vessels — -Sanitary conditions — Summary for month of 
February, 1907. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Marsillan reports, March 4, as follows : 

Week ended March 2, 1907. 

Vessels inspected and bills of health issued 6 

Crews inspected •■ 432 

Passengers inspected 

Immune certificates issued 

On February 26 the U. S. navy cruiser Tacoma, from Santiago 
de Cuba, with 314 persons on board, was granted a supplemental 
bill of health for the United States naval station at Guantanamo, 
Cuba, which explains the unusually large number of crews reported 
inspected. 

The British steamship Domira, which arrived February 28 last 
from Para, Brazil, was quarantined and fumigated by Cuban port 
officials as a precautionary measure before taking cargo. 



